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AEM in Hungary
New measure based on NRDP-AEM  implementation
experiences as well as findings and recommendations
and ECA audits

in the focus: 

Controllability (area identification claim – AIC, notification
certain activities)

Objectivity of decisions
Cooperation with professional organisations
(National Parks, Central Agricultural Office) 

Strong legal base – prepared in co-operation with



background
years of continuous dialogue between

Ministry and professional organisations

ARDA also strongly involved in
preparation of legislation (aid scheme desk
officers and on-the-spot controllers from central

county offices) with special emphasis
implementation/controllability issues (9 months



Preparation for implementation

Specialised project within ARDA, involving
colleagues from the Ministry of Agriculture

well.



AEM in Hungary

Clients could choose from different schemes
with pre-determined commitment packages

sub-measures
schemes

zonal: only in designated areas
horizontal: on the whole eligible territory of the
country

Commitment for 5 years(2009-2014)



Anti-erosion scheme
(wind)

Anti-erosion scheme
(water)

Nature cons. purpose
farming (ncpf) – Red-

footed falcon

Nature cons. 
purpose grassland

establishment

ncpf – bird/small game Env. land use
change scheme

ncpf – wild goose/crane ncpf – habitat
management

Management

ncpf – great bustard ncpf – great bustard Conversion
arable

Man. of trad. 
homesteads (tanya)

Management of
trad. orchards

Organic farming Org. grassland
management

Organic fruit
production



Main elements of the claiming procedure

step claiming procedure:

round:  (electronic) application for the participation
measure – indication of physical block, area and scheme

round: (electronic) area identification claim -
who where accepted in the 1st round

Payment application – annually, in the single application
electronic)



transparency and automatisms
Objective and specific criteria by sub- measures

• no Evaluation Committee, 
• no subjective aspect
• transparent and auditable
• set in legislation

Evaluation is based on:
automatic checks in the IT systems (LPIS, AIS, IACS) 

documents



– IT based elements
cross-checks: 

adequate scoring based on the location
the claimed areas

• Nitrate sensitive areas,
• Natura 2000 areas, 
• LFA, 
• Vulnerable water supply areas, 
• HNVA, 
• Vásárhely Plan model-areas (VTT-flood)



– IT based elements
cross-checks: 

What proportion (in %) of the area
Single Application of the preceeding
is brought in into the programme

Less favoured area



– IT based elements
Successful participation in the previous

programme, within the same sub-measure

cross-checks: calculation of the animal density
on the basis of the arable and grassland

in the Single Application

Young farmers



paper based elements
Agricultural qualification (middle or high

education) - the scope of accepted qualification
determined in legislation

Contract with an approved advisor/advisory
service

Membership in an approved producer 



More effective controls

à Pre-measurement of each subsidised 
area by the farmer à ~ farmer block

Controllability at any time during the year
to wait for the Single Application)

Clear identification of the areas during the 5 
year period ( )



Submission period: 
Decision letters legally binding - before entry of payment 
claim

Only for those who have an approved initial application
Electronic submission
Polygons measured:

• GIS coordinates 
• 3 m exactly
• Measurement report

Cross-checking with polygons



physical  block
AEM cont. area ~ farmer’s block

Agricultural parcel – at crop level



Area identification claim (AIC)

Submission period: 
Decision letters legally binding - before entry of payment claim

Only for those who have an approved initial application ( appeal, statement of 

Electronic submission
gons measure:

EOV coordinates 
3 m exactly
Measurement report
1 breakpoint label



Need for more effective control
Obligatory notification on certain agrotechnical
activities by the farmer (secondary crop, green 
manure, soil loosening)

100% administrative control
Control „outside the normal control campaign”
Targeted control in the relevant time
Less number of only document based controls



Rules on notifications
) Green manure cultivation into the soil

15 days before the activity the farmer has to notify ARDA 
the place and the date of the activity and the crop affected; 
Second sowing
max. 15 days after the sowing of the crop, the place and 
the date has to be reported to ARDA; 

loosening
max. 15 days after the activity the place and the date has 
to be reported to ARDA



special standard notification form is to be sent
the county offices of ARDA (future: electronic
notification?)



The notifications are collected weekly

Once a week all notifications are sent to the Central P
Control Department

Regular selections for OTSC centrally

The selection is sent to the County Offices for performance of 
controls



Need for more effective control
Compulsory notification of planned mowing

To National Park (NP)
Min. 5 days before the planned date the place and 
the date has to be reported
NP gives (or not) the permission

On the basis of a bilateral agreement with ARDA
NP sends the relevant information to ARDA if finds 
any irregularities regarding the mowing or HNVA 
scheme commitmens



Need for more effective control
Obligation to submit electronically the Farm 
Management Records (by law)
Providing data determined in MA announcement

CAO: each year, between 1 September and 30 
November

Obligation to submit electronically the Nutrient
Management Plan
Providing data determined in MARD Regulation

CAO: each year, between 1 September and 30 



Need for more effective control

Annexes concerning OTSC reports in order to
examination of the commitments (calculation
calculation of animal units)

Obligation to prepare a landuse-plan in order
simplify and clarify the retroactive identification
controlled areas



Need for more effective control

obtained from laboraties analysing soil
leafsamples (obligatory by law)

Deadline for handling in soilsamples (in approved
laboratories): 31 August 2010.
laboratories are obliged to provide data to

concerning the examinations (e.g. list of 
sending in a soil sample). 
ARDA can identify clients who have not submitted

samples to laboratories – 100 % administrative



Conclusions
New solutions applied in the new Hungarian AEM 
provide possibilities for:
more objectivity
improved transparency
clear identification of the areas under commitment
better controllability of hard-to-control obligations
extended control period focusing on the periods

best control results



Thank you
for your attention!


