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4 Implementation of the EU FAP  
 

This chapter presents the implementation of each of the EU FAP Key Actions. The 

description summarises the responses to the evaluation questionnaire of the 24 Member 

States. At the end of each EU FAP Objective there is a summary graph of the 

implementation status in the Member States according to the survey information 

provided by the Member Sates; a more detailed presentation of the inventory results is 

available in Annex 1.  

OBJECTIVE 1: Improving long-term competitiveness  

 
Key Action 1 Examine the effects of globalisation on the economic viability and competitiveness of EU 

forestry 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

1.1 Study on the effects of globalisation on the economic viability of EU 

forestry 

COM 2007-2008 

1.2 Conference on strengthening competitiveness of forestry German 

Presidency 

2007  

 

The target of the Key Action 1 is to understand and raise awareness of factors affecting 

competitiveness of forestry in the EU. A study on the effects of globalisation on the 

economic viability of EU forestry (activity 1.1) was commissioned by the Commission 

in 2006. The study was finalised in December 2007, and its results were presented to the 

SFC, and disseminated among the Commission services and key stakeholders, for 

example, in the AGFC. The study is available at the Commission forestry web site
40

. 

 

The conference on strengthening the competitiveness of the forest-based sector (activity 

1.2) was held in Munich, June 2007, in the context of the German Presidency together 

with the German federal state of Bavaria. The preliminary results of the globalisation 

study were presented and discussed at the conference. The conference recommendations 

were presented to the SFC in December 2007 together with the globalisation study 

mentioned above.  

 

Many Member States report on activities for raising awareness of factors affecting 

competitiveness of forestry in the EU. Examples of activities relating to the Key Action 1 

are e.g. conducting and communicating research results to stakeholders (FI, IR, SK), 

addressing economic viability of the forest sector in the national forest programmes NFPs 

(CZ, FI), making a plan for competitiveness of sawmills 2007-2009 (FR), and a national 

Charta für Holz / Charter for Wood (DE). Furthermore, Germany is preparing in 2009 an 

initiative towards an EU charter for wood as recommended in the EU Conference 2007 in 

Munich.  

 

Stakeholders have been involved in Key Action 1 mainly through the AGFC.  

                                                 
40 http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/fore/publi/index_en.htm 
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Key Action 2 Encourage research and technological development to enhance the competitiveness of the 

forest sector 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

2.1 Support forest-based sector research and technological development COM 2007-2011 

2.2 Exploring the possibilities of better coordination and communication 

on forest-based sector research  

COM, SFC 2007-2008 

 

2.3 Forest-based Sector Technology Platform Strategic Research Agenda 

(FTP SRA) 

Presidencies 2007  

 

The target of the Key Action 2 is to develop the forest sector, with a strong emphasis on 

research and development (R&D). Forest sector related R&D (activity 2.1) has been 

supported with a regular exchange of information. The seventh Framework Programme 

(FP7) is the main financing tool in the EU to support research and development activities 

in 2007-2013. During 2007-2008 the SFC has been regularly informed by the 

Commission on the FP7 calls and projects. The SFC formulated its opinion on the FP7 

calls in 2008, and indicated that the opinion should not only serve in support of the 

Forest-based sector Technology Platform Strategic Research Agenda (FTP SRA), but 

should be used in the context of the research agendas of the Member States. The FP7 calls 

make reference to the EU FAP, and the EU FAP topics are well represented in the calls 

2007-2009 (two or three calls per year).  

 

The conference on Forest Governance and the Role of Forestry Research (activity 2.2) 

was arranged during the Slovenian presidency in 2008. Conference recommendations 

were reported to the SFC and AGFC.  

 

The Forest-based sector Technology Platform (FTP) is one of the technology platforms 

bringing together technological know-how, industry, administration, and financial 

institutions to support the European Research and Innovation Area. The FTP Strategic 

Research Agenda (SRA) was adopted in 2006. In 2009 a total of 17 National Research 

Agendas (NRA) had been developed and adopted by national support groups (incl. 15 

EU Member States i.e. AT, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, IE, IT, LT, LV, SE, SI and 

UK). Further, a regional strategic research agenda for the Mediterranean region has 

been formulated. The EU FAP has supported the FTP (activity 2.3) e.g. through the FP7 

and the above mentioned conference on governance. Member States report on several 

activities related to the FTP, e.g. formation of national support groups and NRAs. Also 

additional activities are reported for strengthening the forest sector research at national 

level e.g. reorganisation of a research institute (HU), establishment of centres of 

excellence (SK), or specific research initiatives (IE).  

 

The FTP is a generic stakeholder activity, where the EU FAP has only a supporting role. 

During 2007-2009 the FTP conferences have been linked with the EU presidencies (AT 

and FI in 2006, DE in 2007, SI 2008 and SE in 2009) ï e.g. the conference 

ñDevelopment of the forest-based sector in Eastern Europeò was organised by the FTP 

in Slovenia in 2008, back-to-back with the conference on Forest Governance and the 

Role of Forestry Research (activity 2.2).  

 

Stakeholders have been regularly involved in the Key Action 2 through the AGFC.  
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Key Action 3 Exchange and assess experiences on the valuation and marketing of non-wood forest goods 

and services 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

3.1 Carry out studies and pilot projects on valuation, compensation and 

innovative marketing of non-wood forest goods and services, including 

methodologies 

COM, MS 2007-2011 

3.2 Examining ongoing activities and lessons learned on compensation for 

and valuation of non-wood forest goods and services, and 

identification of possible constraints 

SFC, COM 2007-2008 

 

The target of the Key Action 3 is to exchange and assess experiences on the valuation 

and marketing of non-wood forest goods and services. For the purpose of examining 

ongoing activities (activity 3.2) a SFC ad hoc Working Group on Valuation and 

Compensation Methods of Non-Wood Forest Goods and Services was established in 

2007. The Working Group concluded its work at the end of 2008 with a report. The 

Working Group consisted of 20 participants (14 Member State representatives and six 

stakeholder representatives). The ñStudy on the Development and Marketing of Non-

Market Forest Products and Services ï FORVALUEò (activity 3.1) was carried out 

parallel to the Working Group. Proceeding of the study was presented regularly in the 

meetings of the Working Group as well as in the SFC in 2008. The study report was 

finalised in November 2008, and it is available in the DG AGRI External Studies web 

site
41

. The study and the Working Group provided state-of-the-art information for 

discussion in the SFC. On the basis of the Working Group results and a draft opinion 

elaborated by the Commission, the SFC adopted the SFC opinion on valuation of and 

compensation for non-wood forest goods and services in the beginning of 2009.   

   

Also other studies commissioned by the Commission contributed to the topic, including 

a study on the ñEconomic value of groundwater and biodiversity in European forestsò 

presented to SFC in 2009.  

 

Research on the subject was supported with a call for projects in the FP7: ñDeveloping 

new methods for valuing and marketing currently non-marketable forest functions, goods 

and servicesò (FP7-KBBE-2009-3).  

 

Member States report several activities in relation to the Key Action 3, such are national 

studies and pilot projects incl. models and methods for valuation (e.g. AT, CY, HU, 

SP), a national research programme (FI), as well as guidelines (FR, IE), information 

materials and advisory services (DE, IE). 

 

Stakeholders have participated in the SFC ad hoc Working Group and they have been 

regularly involved in the Key Action 3 through the AGFC.  

                                                 
41 http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/external/ 
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Key Action 4 Promote the use of forest biomass for energy generation 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

4.1 Improve the mobilisation and efficient use of wood and wood residues, 

including low-value timber 

SFC, COM 2007-2008 

 

4.2 Developing cooperation methods and mechanisms between forest 

owners in energy markets 

COM 2007 

4.3 Support research and development of technologies for the production 

of heat, cooling, electricity and fuels from forest resources, and 

encourage the implementation of Strategic Research Agendas of the 

Forest-based Sector Technology Platform and the Biofuel Technology 

Platform 

COM 2007-2011 

4.4 Analyse how implementation of Key Action 4 is supported by rural 

development programmes in individual MS 

COM, SFC 2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 4 is to mitigate climate change by substituting fossil fuels, 

improving energy self-sufficiency, enhancing security of energy supply and providing 

job opportunities in rural areas. At the beginning of 2007, a SFC ad hoc Working Group 

on Mobilisation and Efficient Use of Wood and Wood Residues for Energy Generation 

(activity 4.1) was started. The Working Group delivered a report at the end of 2008, and 

based on the work, the SFC opinion was formulated in early 2009. The issue of wood 

mobilisation is further tackled by a study commissioned by the Commission on 

ñProspects for market supply from fragmented forest structuresò (ref. EU FAP activity 

5.2).  

 

A parallel activity to the Key Action 4 took place in 2005-2007 through the Advisory 

Committee on Community Policy regarding Forestry and Forest-based Industries 

working group ñEffects of renewables on the forest sectorò.  

 

There are several studies commissioned by the Commission linked with the Key Action 

4, e.g. studies on ñSustainability Criteria & Certification Systems for Biomass 

Productionò (February 2008) and ñReal potential for changes in growth and use of EU 

forestsò (2009), as well as  studies on environmentally friendly technologies and use of 

renewable energy. The JRC published a report on EU Forest-based biomass for energy: 

cost/supply relations and constraints, linked with an Expert Consultation arranged in 

September 2007 in Joensuu, Finland. Furthermore, the JRC has produced a high-spatial 

resolution forest map covering all EU Member States.  

 

A parallel activity to the Key Action 4  is the MCPFE ñWorking Group on sustainability 

criteria for forest biomass production, including bioenergyò ï the working group 

finalised its work at its third meeting in June 2009. The Commission follows up this 

activity and reports regularly to the ISG and the SFC.  

 

Member States have also been active regarding the topics of wood mobilisation and 

bioenergy ï e.g. the following activities were indicated by the Member States: inclusion 

of the theme in the NFPs (CZ, EE), National Biomass Action Plans (CZ, LV, RO, SK), 

conferences and promotion measures (IE), studies (AT, LV), bioenergy research 

programmes (FI), and demonstration programmes (IE).  

 

With regard to the development of cooperation methods and mechanisms between forest 

owners in energy markets (activity 4.2), the Commission initiated a pilot study on a 
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demonstration/communication action. The action involved several stakeholders and four 

countries and concluded in a conference in 2007. Member States indicate that 

development of cooperation methods is something that already happens or is in 

progress. Examples of activities reported by the Member States are initiatives from the 

sector (i.e. by forest cooperatives or forest municipalities) in order to structure local 

wood-energy supply chains (FR) and projects by forest owner associations aiming to 

increase wood mobilisation through education, advice and demonstration activities (SE). 

 

Research and development in the field of renewables (activity 4.3) is an important topic 

at the moment in different financing programmes (FP7, Interreg, CIP-IEE and also 

national research programmes in several Member States), as well as through the 

activities of the Forest-based sector Technology Platform and the Biofuels Technology 

Platform.   

 

Analysing how the implementation of Key Action 4 is supported by rural development 

programmes in individual Member States (activity 4.4) is scheduled for 2011. The 

Commission report on the implementation of Forestry Measures under the Rural 

Development Regulation 1698/2005 for the period 2007-2013 gives already indication 

that several Member States will utilise the rural development programmes to support 

activities relating to the Key Action 4.  

 

Stakeholders have been active e.g. through AGFC and the SFC ad hoc Working Group. 

There are several studies and other activities on wood mobilisation by stakeholder 

organisations, e.g. the study and the summary report by the Confederation of the 

European Paper Industries CEPI and the UNECE/FAO Timber section on the ñPotential 

Sustainable Wood Supply in Europeò (October 2008), the draft Wood Mobilisation 

Action Plan by the Confederation of European Forest Owners CEPF, and the European 

Forest Producer Organisationsô joint declaration on wood mobilisation (2008). 

Furthermore several workshops and seminars have been arranged on wood mobilisation 

as joint efforts between several organisations (January 2007 in Geneva and June 2009 in 

Grenoble). The Bureau of Nordic Family Forests has formed a working group on wood 

mobilisation and bioenergy. The activities show the importance of the theme. The EU 

FAP has on its part raised the importance of the theme, but not directly initiated these 

stakeholder activities.  

 
Key Action 5 Foster the cooperation between forest owners and enhance education and training in forestry 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

5.1 To survey MS activities on support for: a) vocational training and 

education of forest owners and forest workers; b) development of 

advisory services for forest owners and their associations, and; c) 

environmental awareness of forest owners and workers 

SFC, COM 2008 

5.2 Study on the market supply of wood and other forest products, in 

particular on obstacles to mobilisation due to fragmented ownership 

structures 

COM 2009 

5.3 Exchange of experiences on cooperation methods of private forest 

owner's organisations 

SFC, COM 2009 

 

The target of the Key Action 5 is to foster the cooperation between forest owners and 

enhance education and training in forestry. The study ñProspects for market supply from 

fragmented forest structuresò (activity 5.2) has been commissioned by the Commission 

and the report is expected in 2010.  
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The Confederation of European Forest Owners CEPF has compiled a report on 

ñEuropean Forest Owner Organisations ï Forest Owner Cooperation: Main figures, 

aims and goalsò (2008). The report was presented at the SFC meeting in May 2009 

(activity 5.3).  

 

The Commissionôs ñReport on Implementation of Forestry Measures under the Rural 

Development Regulation 1698/2005ò for the period 2007-2013 includes information on 

vocational education and advisory services supported by the rural development 

programmes. Member States indicate activities in relation to forest owners and workers, 

most of them ongoing on a regular basis and with no specific reference to EU FAP as a 

triggering element. 

 

Stakeholders have been involved through the AGFC and participation in the SFC ad hoc 

Working Group (wood mobilisation) and in the study on fragmentation of forest 

ownership.   

 

 
Figure 5. EU FAP Objective 1 implementation status in the Member States.  

Activities where the Member States are indicated in the EU FAP Work programme 2007-2011 as 

Actors ï on their own or together with the Commission. Activity numbers refer to the Key Actions 

(see text boxes above). N=24, no information from Portugal, Belgium and Malta. 

 

The Member State responses to the mid-term evaluation survey indicate that the EU 

FAP Objective 1 activities are to a large extent ongoing and reflected in the national 

agendas (see Figure 5). Raising awareness of factors affecting the competitiveness of 

forestry in the EU (activity 1.2), and developing cooperation methods and mechanisms 

between forest owners in energy markets (activity 4.2) are not so high on the agenda 

across the EU Member States (about 50% of respondents indicate activities carried out 

or ongoing).  

 

As indicated in the above Key Action descriptions, Figure 5 does not present specific 

activities triggered by the EU FAP. Many activities are ï and have been ï ongoing in 

the Member States even though they now contribute to the objectives and specific Key 
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Actions defined in the EU FAP, and even though the EU FAP now provides support for 

carrying out and continuing the activities. However, several countries do report that 

emphasis given e.g. to the bioenergy themes in the EU FAP implementation in 2007-

2008 has also affected raising these themes in the national agendas and national 

discussions (see section 2.2.4).  

 

OBJECTIVE 2: Improving and protecting the environment  

 
Key Action 6 Facilitate EU compliance with the obligations on climate change mitigation of the UNFCCC 

and its Kyoto Protocol and encourage adaptation to the effects of climate change 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

6.1 Examine how to respond in a more coordinated way to the obligations 

of Articles 3.3 and 3.4 of the Kyoto Protocol 

COM, SFC 2008-2010 

6.2 Increase the effectiveness of the discussions on climate change 

mitigation and adaptation by facilitating exchanges between the SFC 

and the EU sinks experts group 

COM, SFC 2007-2011 

6.3 Carry out a study and other relevant scientific projects on impacts of 

climate change on forestry and on adaptation of forestry to climate 

change 

COM 2007-2009 

6.4 MS reporting on their activities to: a) raise awareness on the impacts of 

climate change on forestry; b) address the impacts of climate change on 

forestry; c) promote climate change mitigation and adaptation 

MS, COM 2009-2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 6 is to facilitate EU compliance with the obligations on 

climate change mitigation of the UNFCCC and its Kyoto Protocol, and encourage 

adaptation to the effects of climate change. In 2007-2009 several actions were taken in 

addressing the issues of climate change mitigation and adaptation both at the level of 

the EU and in the Member States. The Commission debriefed to the SFC (activity 6.1) 

on the forest-related developments in the UNFCCC SBSTA meeting (in Bonn, May 

2007), and about the progress in negotiations on the post-2012 regime (UNFCCC 

COP13 Bali Action Plan and the outcomes of COP14 in Poznan in 2008). Reporting of 

forest carbon stocks is an integral part of Kyoto requirements, and the forest monitoring 

activities are discussed under Key Action 8.  

 

The Commission study on ñImpacts of Climate Change on European Forests, and 

Options for Adaptationò (activity 6.3) was completed in 2008. The study report is 

accessible from the Commission forestry website.  

 

Exchange of information on the activities of Member States (activity 6.4) is starting in 

the SFC ad hoc Working Group on Climate Change and Forestry in 2009. The results 

are expected in 2010. In the mid-term evaluation survey, Member States reported a 

variety of activities e.g. information campaigns and activities, dissemination of 

information targeted at a range of interest groups (DK, EE, EL, SE), studies (CY, FR, 

LT) and participation in research projects at both national and EU levels, an adaptation 

strategy and action plan (SI), integration of mitigation and adaptation issues into 

national forest programmes (CZ, FI, SK), and afforestation measures with the rural 

development programme resources (RO, HU). The responses indicate that the level of 

activity differs considerably between the countries: in general, the Nordic countries as 

well as some Western European countries are very active.  
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Stakeholders were active in raising the theme of climate change to the agenda of the EU 

FAP. The AGFC proposed for the SFC an ad hoc Working Group on Climate Change 

and Forestry in 2007. The theme has also been reflected in position papers and 

deliberations of several stakeholders.  

 
Key Action 7 Contribute towards achieving the revised Community biodiversity objectives for 2010 and 

beyond 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

7.1 Exchange experiences on implementation of Natura 2000 in forest 

areas 

SFC, COM 2008-2009 

7.2 Consider forest biodiversity reporting and monitoring in the 

framework of the SEBI system of EU biodiversity indicators 

COM, SFC 2007-2009 

7.3 Consider monitoring of the fragmentation of forests and of the effects 

of forest expansion on biodiversity 

COM, SFC 2008-2010 

7.4 Follow developments in CBD and other international fora regarding 

forest biodiversity 

SFC, COM 2007-2011 

7.5 Periodically organise joint meetings of the EU Forest and Nature 

Directors and promote active participation by forest administrations in 

informal exchanges between MS on implementation of nature 

protection legislation in the EU 

COM 2007-2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 7 is to work towards achieving the revised Community 

biodiversity objectives of halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 and beyond. Exchange 

of experience on implementation of Natura 2000 in forest areas (activity 7.1) took place 

in the SFC in 2008, and as a follow-up a draft synthesis report based on written 

contributions provided by the Member States was presented to the SFC in 2009. In the 

EU FAP mid-term evaluation questionnaire the Member States report, for example, the 

following activities: national and international projects (EE, SK), dialogue between 

forest owners and public administration (SE), guidance to forest owners (LU), and 

seminars, meetings and workshops (FR, IT).  

 

The state of advancement of Member States and Commission reports according to 

Article 17 of the Habitats Directive (activity 7.2) was presented in the SFC in 2008. The 

presentation provided an overview of the present state of conservation of species and 

habitats listed in the annexes of the directive, with a focus on forest species and forest 

habitats. Furthermore, the Streamlined European Biodiversity Indicators SEBI 2010 

indicator framework was presented in the SFC in 2008. The JRC has developed a 

methodology for the analysis of forest spatial patterns. The methodology was included 

in the MCPFE 2007 report and it was presented as a component of the SEBI indicators 

covering: (a) the analysis of forest spatial patterns and their relation to forest 

vulnerability and resilience, (b) use of national forest inventories for the analysis of 

forest spatial diversity, and (c) implementation of the biodiversity project in the Biosoil 

pilot study funded under the Forest Focus Regulation (EC) 2152/2003.  

 

A parallel study has been carried out by the European Environment Agency (EEA) with 

the report on ñEuropean forests ï ecosystem conditions and sustainable useò in 2008. 

 

Forest area changes and forest fragmentation in the EU (activity 7.3) were reported by 

JRC based on high resolution forest/non-forest maps. The report covers the Member 

States and cooperating countries of the EEA. A study ñUndisturbed forests in Europe: 

concept, assessment and guidelinesò was launched in 2008 by the Commission and 

results are foreseen in 2009.  
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The SFC was regularly debriefed after the CBD meetings by the Commission 

representatives (activity 7.4).  

 

The GreenForce network (activity 7.5) is the EU network of Member State practitioners 

in both nature conservation and forestry. It is an informal and voluntary network 

facilitating communication and sharing experience on practical implementation, 

compliance and enforcement of nature conservation and forestry laws within the 

Member States. GreenForce held two expert meetings and one plenary meeting in 2007 

and two expert meetings in 2008. 

  

The EU Nature Directors have regular meetings and in one of them (in Slovenia, 

January 2008) discussions concerned climate change and forestry. Member States report 

active participation in the EU Forest Directors and Nature Directors meetings. Also 

stakeholders have been invited to participate in the EU nature directors and forest 

directors meetings, depending on the Presidency.  

 

In addition to direct implementation of EU FAP, the Member States report several 

additional activities contributing to the Key Action 7, mainly studies and research 

programmes (BG, IE, LV, SI, SK) and national policy programmes (FI, NL). 

 
Key Action 8 Work towards a European Forest Monitoring System 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

8.1 Further elaborating a European Forest Monitoring System MS, COM 2007-2011 

8.2 Establishing a European Forest Data Centre COM 2007-2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 8 is to work towards a European Forest Monitoring 

System (EFMS) with close involvement of the Member States and a Forest Data Centre 

within JRC. 

 

The Forest Focus Regulation (Regulation (EC) No 2152/2003) which expired in 2006 

funded a Community scheme for broad-based, harmonised and comprehensive, long-

term monitoring of forest condition in Europe. The Commissionôs report to the Council 

and the European Parliament on the implementation of the Forest Focus scheme was 

given in 2008 (COM(2008)6). In several meetings in 2007 (activity 8.1), experts of the 

Member States provided a basic outline for future European forest monitoring. The JRC 

supported the development with recommendations for reliable and cost effective 

monitoring. Possible financing sources were discussed and the Life+ programme was 

investigated for further elaboration of the monitoring system. The first call for Life+ 

proposals was in October 2007, and as a result a forest monitoring project FutMon 

(Further Development and Implementation of an EU-level Forest Monitoring System, 

2009-2010) was launched in January 2009. Altogether 24 Member States are 

participating in the FutMon Project. 

 

The Commission White Paper on ñAdapting to climate change: Towards a European 

framework for actionò was published in April 2009 (COM(2009)147), and it is expected 

to start the EU discussion relating to forest protection and monitoring. The topic of 

forest monitoring is also kept in focus during the Swedish EU presidency with the 

Conference on future forest monitoring in the European Union in November 2009. 
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The JRC is responsible for the development of the European Forest Data Centre 

(EFDAC) and the European Soil Data Centre as an integral part of the Shared 

Environmental Information System SEIS. JRC has set up a first prototype of EFDAC
42

 

in 2008 (activity 8.2) and it has been presented to SFC. The current ñEFDAC viewerò 

includes data on forest fire (from the EFFIS), forest extent, forest fragmentation and 

forest defoliation (from the Forest Focus Data Platform). Many Member States provided 

National Forest Inventory data, and other available European data, such as from 

MCPFE, are also linked to the system. 

 

The EFDAC is the central access point for forest information at European level in 

support of relevant EU policies, and as the basis of the EFMS. The implementation of 

EFDAC contributes to enhancing data harmonisation and streamlining data collection, 

which will improve the reporting to e.g. MCPFE Criteria & Indicators or FAO Forest 

Resource Assessments. EFDAC builds on information systems currently existing or 

under development. EFDAC complies with the guidelines of the Infrastructure for 

Spatial Information in Europe (INSPIRE). Furthermore, the work on the production of 

spatial information on forest resources (forest mapping) and forest damage assessment 

contribute to the Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) initiative. 

 
Key Action 9 Enhance the protection of EU forests 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

9.1 Further develop the European Forest Fire Information System COM, MS 2007-2011 

9.2 Carry out a study analysing main factors influencing the evolution of 

forest condition in Europe (including forest fires), the efficiency of 

current Community instruments and measures for forest protection 

COM 2007-2011 

9.3 Form groupings of MS to study particular regional problems with the 

condition of forests 

MS 2007-2010 

9.4 Support research on protection of forests and phytosanitary issues MS, COM 2007, 2009 

 

The target of the Key action 9 is to enhance protection of EU forests by, for example, 

improving the European Forest Fire Information System, supporting exchange of 

experience between Member States, as well as supporting coordination and launching of 

studies and research projects. 

 

The European Forest Fire Information System (EFFIS)
43

 was developed by JRC in 

cooperation with DG ENV and became operational in 2000. The EFFIS is an 

information system providing data on active fires, perimeter of burned areas and 

analysis of fire damage; it is updated daily. Further development of EFFIS (activity 9.1) 

has taken place e.g. by four tenders launched by JRC in 2008/2009 for the operational 

EFFIS modules in the areas of: (1) forest fire fuel mapping; (2) forest fire emissions and 

dispersion; (3) socio-economic impact of fires; (4) harmonisation of terminology of fire 

causes and establishment of a European nomenclature system. Member States are 

involved in the development of EFFIS, providing the JRC with annual data on forest 

fires (individual country reports), and participating in the Expert Group on Forest Fire, a 

panel for EFFIS. The EFFIS currently covers 26 EU and neighbour countries and its 

extension is on-going to include other non-EU Mediterranean countries in collaboration 

with the FAO Silva-Mediterranea Network. In 2008 new modules of impact of fires on 

                                                 
42 http://efdac.jrc.ec.europa.eu 
43 http://effis.jrc.it 
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soil erosion and estimation of emissions were implemented. Development of EFFIS is 

an ongoing process and will continue beyond the EU FAP.  

 

A study on ñMeans of combating forest dieback in the European Unionò (activity 9.2) 

was conducted and finalised in 2007, and the report is available from the Commission 

web page
44

. It was succeeded with other studies. The Commission study ñHow to 

protect forests against harmful impactsò was launched in 2008, and the report is 

expected in September 2009. SFC has been briefed on the studies and e.g. the 

preparation of the Commission Communications Reinforcing the EUôs disaster response 

capacity (COM(2008)130) and Community strategy for the prevention of natural and 

man-made disasters (including forest fires) (COM(2009)82). In addition, the 

Commission White Paper on Adapting to climate change (COM(2009)147) is discussed 

in the SFC in 2009; the debate to be started based on the White Paper relates directly 

also to Key Actions 6, 7 and 8 i.e. both future forest protection and monitoring. 

 

Support of groupings of Member States for studying particular regional problems of 

forest condition (activity 9.3) has mainly taken place in the forest fire expert group. The 

expert group of the Member Statesô representatives was established already in 1998 by 

the Commission. The group meets twice a year. It gives advice on the development of 

methods for fire assessment. During the French presidency (2008) the forest fire issue 

was raised in the Forest Directors meeting calling for a more active approach at the EU 

level. Forest fire expert group meetings are reported to the SFC.  

 

In the mid-term evaluation survey, the Member States report also many projects 

supposed to be launched and financed by LIFE+ and EAFRD on, for example, 

afforestation, forest fire and environmental issues. Also a few examples of groupings on 

particular regional problems are indicated: the Polish-Czech-Slovak expert group on 

forest protection (SK), the Baltic-Nordic Forest Statistic group (LT) and networks 

financed by the Nordic Minister Council in order to address regional problems 

concerning the condition of forests (DK).  

 

Research on the protection of forest and phytosanitary issues (activity 9.4) is financed 

from the FP7. Two FP7 projects were launched in 2008: Novel forest tree breeding 

(Novel Tree) and Development of more efficient risk analysis techniques for pests and 

pathogens of phytosanitary concern (PRATIQUE). Furthermore a project on assessing 

and reducing vulnerability of European forests to climate change and the consequences 

for industrial and societal needs (SICA) was launched in 2009. SFC has been informed 

about the calls for projects and results of the calls. Parallel to these research projects, 

also projects financed in FP6, such as the Fire Paradox Project, contribute to the Key 

Action 9.  

 

The Member States report national research activities (DK, EE, FI, RO, SE, SK) ï e.g. 

in Finland the Finnish Forest Research Instituteôs research programme ñSafeguarding 

forest biodiversity ï policy instruments and socioeconomic impacts 2005-2010ò 

provides information on the interrelations between safeguarding of forest biodiversity 

and different sectors and actors in society in order to support forest and conservation 

policy-making.   

                                                 
44 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/home_en.htm 
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Figure 6. EU FAP Objective 2 implementation status in the Member States. 

Activities where the Member States are indicated in the EU FAP Work programme 2007-2011 as 

Actors ï on their own or together with the Commission. Activity numbers refer to the Key Actions 

(see text boxes above). N=24, no information from Portugal, Belgium and Malta. 

 

The Member State responses to the mid-term evaluation survey (Figure 6) shows that 

the EU FAP Objective 2 activities are to a large extent ongoing and reflected in the 

national agendas. Forming of groupings of countries to study particular regional 

problems (activity 9.3) is to some extent not so high in the agenda across the EU (about 

50% of respondents indicate activities carried out or ongoing). As indicated in the above 

Key Action descriptions, this figure does not present specific activities triggered by the 

EU FAP (direct effect). Many activities are ï and have been ï ongoing in the Member 

States. However, a number of countries report that sharing experience between the 

Member States on Natura2000 in forest areas has been beneficial (see section 2.2.4).  

 

OBJECTIVE 3: Contributing to quality of life 

 
Key Action 10 Encourage environmental education and information 
Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

10.1 Exchange experience between MS on environmental education and 

information campaigns 

SFC, COM 2008 

10.2 Review activities of MS in promoting education on sustainable forest 

management 

SFC, COM 2010 

 

The target of the Key Action 10 is to raise awareness in society about sustainable forest 

management and to allow society to better appreciate the contribution of sustainable 

forest management to the quality of life through the exchange of experiences among 

Member States. 
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Exchange of experience between Member States on environmental education and 

information campaigns (activity 10.1) builds in particular on the work of UNECE/FAO 

Team of Specialists ñForest Communicatorsô Networkò (FCN) and its objectives to 

exchange views within SFC and AGFC. Austria invited other Member States to 

designate representatives for the implementation of the environmental education and 

information Key Action. The kickoff meeting was held in Vienna in February 2007 and 

the second meeting took place in Vienna in January 2008. Both meetings stressed the 

cooperation between the Member States and the FCN.   

 

According to the Member State responses to the mid-term evaluation survey, all 24 

responding countries conduct information and education campaigns. Three main target 

groups for the campaigns are reported: (1) schools, (2) forest owners, and (3) public in 

general. Examples of activities are information centres on nature or forests (EE, LU, 

CY, SK); an open-air museum (SK); educational paths (SK, SI); special training for 

forest pedagogues (AT); forest weeks or forest days (DK, EE, EL, HU, SK, SI, LT); 

special educational programmes in schools and/or to the youth (BG, DE, DK, FR, NL, 

SE, RO); and newsletters and magazines (LT, LV, IT) . These activities are ongoing at 

the national and sub-national levels, some of theme already for several years or even 

decades. As such they are not all triggered directly by the EU FAP, but they show the 

diversity of activities ongoing across the EU. Some countries emphasise the importance 

of the education and information measures included in their NFPs (CZ, FI). 

 
Key Action 11 Maintain and enhance the protective functions of forests 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

11.1 Exchange experiences on measures taken to enhance the protective 

function of forests 

SFC, COM 2009 

11.2 Carry out studies on: Flood prevention; Combating desertification; 

Avalanche control; Soil erosion prevention and control; Water 

resources preservation 

COM 2009-2011 

11.3 Natural hazard prevention COM, MS 2010 / 2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 11 is to enhance the protective function of forests through 

the exchange of experiences on measures and strategies. Activit ies are planned for 

2009-2011. The annual programme for 2009 includes exchange of experience between 

the Member States on measures taken to enhance the protective function of forests and 

conclusion of a SFC opinion on enhancement of protective functions of forests (activity 

11.1). 

 

In this mid-term evaluation survey several Member States report activities in relation to 

the monitoring or prevention of natural hazards. These activities are e.g. inclusion of 

Key Action 11 related activities in the NFPs or rural development programmes (e.g. 

CY, CZ, EL, FR, HU), legal restriction on management in special areas (LT), legal 

recognition of protective functions in areas where they are a priority (SK, HU), 

recognition of forest functions and activities undertaken at a lower level of planning: 

local, regional or in protected areas (IT, SI, LV, RO). Furthermore, many countries 

report activities in relation to the prevention and monitoring of natural hazards, such as 

efforts in coordination (AT), floods (RO) or fire (SI).  
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In parallel, the FP7 has addressed forest-related natural hazards through several research 

calls, from its Environment line: five specific calls in 2007, five in 2008 and three in 

2009. 

 
Key Action 12 Explore the potential of urban and peri-urban forests 
Activity  Leading actor  Timeframe 

12.1 Review and integrate methodologies for evaluating the social and 

human impacts of urban and peri-urban forests 

COM, SFC 2008-2010 

12.2 Explore structures to engage local communities and non-traditional 

stakeholders in planning, creating, managing and using urban and peri-

urban forests 

SFC, COM 2009 / 2010 

 

The target of the Key Action 12 is to explore the potential of urban and peri-urban forest 

in providing amenity values, recreational and preventive healthcare services. Activit ies 

in this Key Action will start in 2009. 

  

In the mid-term evaluation survey Member States report some activities related to Key 

Action 12, such as studies (CY), campaigns to highlight the values of forests (IT, FI), 

inventory of forest with high social values (SE), educational and recreational activities 

around cities (LU), regional activities to highlight the values of forest (IT) or strict 

forest management measures in forest protection belts around cities (LT). A FP6 project 

ñPeri-urban Land Use Relationships ï Strategies and Sustainability Assessment Tools 

for Urban ï Rural Linkagesò (PLUREL, 2007-2010) is coordinated by the University of 

Copenhagen with participation from 14 European countries and China (DK). 

 

 
Figure 7. EU FAP Objective 3 implementation status in the Member States.  

Activities where the Member States are indicated in the EU FAP Work programme 2007-2011 as 

Actors ï on their own or together with the Commission. Activity numbers refer to the Key Actions 

(see text boxes above). N=24, no information from Portugal, Belgium and Malta. 

 

Though activities of the EU FAP Objective 3 were scheduled in the EU FAP Work 

programme 2007-2013 mainly for the second half of the implementation period, the 

Member States have been highly active carrying out national activities (Figure 7). 

Practically all countries are active in environmental education (activity 10.1) and 

promoting SFM (activity 10.2). The activities related to urban and peri-urban forests 

(KA12) are to some extent not so high on the agenda across the EU (about 70% of 

respondents indicate activities carried out or in progress). These activities are ongoing at 

the national and sub-national levels in parallel to EU FAP. 
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OBJECTIVE 4: Fostering coordination and communication  

 
Key Action 13 Strengthen the role of the Standing Forestry Committee 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

13.1 Establish yearly work programmes for the Standing Forestry 

Committee 

COM, SFC 2006-2010 

13.2 Organise joint meetings between the members of the SFC and the 

AGFC, and with the Advisory Committee on Community Policy 

regarding Forestry and Forest-based Industries 

COM 2007-2011 

13.3 Strengthen the active involvement of the SFC in its advisory role in 

policy formulation and implementation processes 

COM 2007-2011 

13.4 Adjust the working methods of the SFC by making use of ad hoc 

working groups 

COM 2007-2011 

13.5 Regularly organise meetings of the EU Forest Directors MS 2007-2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 13 and strengthening of the role of SFC is to improve 

coordination and communication at multiple organisational and institutional levels. In 

2007-2008 the SFC had ten meetings, with an active participation of the Member States: 

on average 23-24 Member States attended the meetings (only Malta has not participated 

in the SFC). The annual work programmes for the SFC (activity 13.1) were established 

starting in 2007. The draft programmes are compiled by the Commission on the basis of 

the EU FAP multiannual Work Programme. The draft is discussed within the 

Commission (Inter-servicesô Group on Forestry ISG), and finalised in the SFC together 

with the Member States. The annual programmes include a progress report by the 

Commission on the EU FAP implementation so far, as well as the SFC meetings and 

their preliminary agendas for the forthcoming year.  

 

The communication between the SFC and the AGFC is arranged through the Commission 

reports on SFC to the AGFC and through and the AGFC chairpersonsô participation in 

the SFC meetings (activity 13.2). There is a regular exchange of information concerning 

the EU FAP, and participation of AGFC and AC-FBI representatives in the SFC ad hoc 

Working Groups. Stakeholders have participated actively in the AGFC meetings, three 

per year during 2007-2008. The AGFC has concluded its resolutions on e.g. the 

prioritisation of EU FAP activities at the stage of preparing the multiannual work 

programme in 2006, and e.g. the FBI Communication in 2008.  

 

Strengthening of the active involvement of the SFC in its advisory role in policy 

formulation and implementation 2007-2011 (activity 13.3.) has been targeted by 

formulating SFC opinions on certain policy issues. During 2007-2009, the SFC has so 

far issued the following opinions: (1) Opinion on forthcoming forest sector research 

activities within FP7 (2008), (2) Opinion on the mobilisation and efficient use of wood 

and wood residues for energy generation (2009), (3) Opinion on valuation of and 

compensation for non-marketed forest goods and services (2009).  

 

The working methods of SFC have been adjusted (activity 13.4) by establishing ad hoc 

Working Groups as suggested in the EU FAP Work programme. There have been two 

parallel Working Groups active in 2007-2008 on ñValuation and Compensation 

Methods of Non-Wood Forest Goods and Servicesò and on ñMobilisation and Efficient 

Use of Wood and Wood Residues for Energy Generationò. These groups had seven and 
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six meetings during the period of 1.5 years. Both groups concluded a report on their 

work, and results and recommendations were discussed in the SFC. Working Groups 

consist of representatives of Member States and stakeholders with invited experts from 

e.g. Commission and research institutions. Two Working Groups have been established 

in 2009: Working Group on Climate Change and Forestry and Working Group on 

Public Procurement for Wood and Wood-based Products.  

 

EU Forest Directors meetings (activity 13.5) are regularly arranged by the Presidencies: 

2007 in Germany and Portugal, 2008 in Slovenia and France, and 2009 in Czech 

Republic and Sweden. The meetings typically include a conference and excursion. The 

Member States report active participation in these meetings.  

 
Key Action 14 Strengthen coordination between policy areas in forest-related matters 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

14.1 Appoint a co-ordinator for forest-related policies in each relevant 

Directorate-General 

COM 2007 

14.2 Regularly inform the SFC of the initiatives and actions in different 

policy areas that are of relevance to the work of the Committee 

COM 2007-2011 

14.3 Strengthen the role of the Inter-Service Group on Forestry COM 2007-2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 14 is to contribute to improved coordination across policy 

areas within the Commission.  

 

A list of contact persons for forest-related policies in the Commission departments (DG) 

was compiled in 2007, and presented to the SFC (activity 14.1). The list includes contact 

persons in units from 14 Commission DGs. List of DGs is consistent with the ISG on 

forestry members (2001), but excluding DG Enlargement and the Secretariat General. 

 

SFC and AGFC have been regularly informed (activity 14.2) on initiatives and actions 

in different policy areas by respective Commission DGs. 

 

The ISG on forestry was established at the end of 2001 to improve coordination within 

the Commission. It has regular meetings on invitation by DG AGRI (activity 14.3). 

There are in total 16 DGs including the Commission Secretariat General in the 

invitation list. In 2007-2008 the ISG had in total seven meetings, and handled e.g. the 

annual work programme for SFC, matters under preparation in several policy areas in 

relation to the forest sector, including international meetings where the Commission 

participates in and/or follows-up the processes. On average 5-7 DGs have participated 

actively and regularly in the meetings during 2007-2008 i.e. DG AGRI, DG ENV, DG 

SANCO, DG ENTR, DG TREN, JRC Ispra/ Italy, ESTAT Luxemburg, DG RTD, DG 

EMPL and DG DEV. Furthermore, e.g. DG TRADE and DG MARKT have 

participated in the meetings with specific issues relating to their field. 

 
Key Action 15 Apply the open method of coordination (OMC) to national forest programmes 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

15.1 Explore the OMC and its potential to be used for voluntary 

coordination in the field of forest policy  

COM 2010-2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 15 is to explore the open method of coordination (OMC) 

and its potential to be used for voluntary coordination in the field of forest policy. 

Activity is scheduled for the second half of the EU FAP implementation.  
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Key Action 16 Strengthen the EU profile in international forest-related processes 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

16.1 Participation in international processes relevant to forests and forestry MS, COM 2007-2011 

16.2 Participation in the MCPFE process COM 2007-2011 

 

The target of the Key Action 16 is a high degree of coordination both within the 

Commission and in the Member States to ensure coherence in different forest-related 

international processes. This covers on one hand, participation in international processes 

relevant to forests and forestry such as CBD, UNFF, UNFCCC, UNCCD (activity 16.1), 

and on the other hand, participation in the Ministerial Conference on Protection of 

Forests in Europe (activity 16.2).  

 

The means for improving coordination are the ISG and the SCF. The ISG on forestry 

handles the Commission involvement in the international meetings and processes 

related to forestry ï e.g. participation from the Commission in the Ministerial 

Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe MCPFE, in 2007 the Warsaw 

conference and declarations, and in 2008 in several working groups have been discussed 

in the ISG. The Commission informs the SFC (and AGFC) meetings about the 

international meetings and processes, as well as the Commission communications and 

regulations.  

 

The Commission Communication entitle ñAddressing the challenges of deforestation 

and forest degradation to tackle climate change and biodiversity lossò (COM(2008) 645 

final) ï so called REDD communication ï was adopted in October 2008, and is a 

contribution to Key Action 16. The communication has been presented to the AGFC in 

July and December 2008. 

 

The coordination of Member States for EU participation in the international processes 

takes place in Council Working Parties and is led by the Presidencies. All Member 

States (23 responses) indicate participation in the international processes: some 

countries state that they are active in the international processes in general (FI, SE, IE); 

some countries give more details on the forums and forms of participation. MCPFE and 

FAO COFO, UN-ECE and the UNECE/FAO working groups, as well as UNFF and 

UNFCCC are specified in the Member State responses.  

 
Key Action 17 Encourage the use of wood and other forest products from sustainably managed forests 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

17.1 Communication concerning the competitiveness of forest-based 

industries 

COM 2008 

17.2 Exchange experience between MS, Commission services and 

stakeholders on developing guidelines for application of the Public 

Procurement Directive to forest products, in order to achieve better 

compatibility with each other and also in support of the EU-FLEGT 

Action Plan 

COM, SFC 2007-2008 ï  

 

The Commission Communication on innovative and sustainable forest-based industries 

in the EU (COM(2008)113) was adopted in February 2008 (activity 17.1). The 

Commission presented the communication in the SFC and the AGFC meetings in 2007-

2008. The Communication addresses the challenges that the forest-based industries face 

in a 19-point action plan. A reference is made to the SFC ad hoc Working Group on 
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Wood Mobilisation (EU FAP Key Action 4) under the FBI action ñAccess to raw 

materialsò. In December 2008, the Commission arranged FLEGT Industry Information 

Meeting in Brussels for a variety of EU and non-EU industrial representatives on the 

due diligence principle, US Lacey Act amendment and updating of FLEGT. The AC-

FBI had a meeting in April 2009. 

 

Exchange experience between the Member States, Commission and stakeholders on 

developing guidelines for application of the Public Procurement (PP) Directive to forest 

products started in 2007 (activity 17.2). The aim of the activity is to achieve better 

compatibility of the guidelines with each other and also in support of the EU FLEGT 

Action Plan. The SFC meeting in May 2007 was informed about the legal framework 

for public procurement and the Green Public Procurement (GPP) policy by the 

Commission, and the discussion followed in July 2007 with reports from national 

delegations on development and application of GPP guidelines for forest products. Two 

conferences were arranged in 2008: (1) ñSetting criteria for sustainable timber in public 

procurementò in April 2008 organised by the Danish Ministry of Environment together 

with the Commission, and (2) ñPublic Procurement Policy on Wood and Wood-based 

Productsò in Brussels in June 2008 organised by the Commission. SFC meetings were 

debriefed on the conferences. The SFC ad hoc Working Group on Public Procurement 

for Wood and Wood-based Products started its work in 2009.  

 

In the EU FAP mid-term evaluation inventory 15 Member States report that the 

guidelines are either carried out or in progress (public procurement directive / green 

public procurement / responsible public procurement of forest products): e.g. in France 

the PP guidance for wood and wood products from 2005 is currently under revision, and 

in Denmark the revised PP guidelines will be available in summer 2009. Seven 

countries are planning the guidance (CY, CZ, HU, IT, RO, SI, SK), e.g. Slovakia will 

elaborate a proposal for national public procurement policy for wood and wood-based 

products by 2013.  

 

Stakeholders have been involved in the consultations for the preparation of the FBI 

Communication. In its meeting July 2008, the AGFC discussed the Communication and 

its 19 actions and concluded a resolution on the actions recommended for prioritisation 

in the EU Commission activities and financial interventions. Stakeholders have also 

participated in the PP workshops, and are represented in the SFC ad hoc Working 

Group on Public Procurement for Wood and Wood-based Products. Several 

stakeholders have their own activities, events and campaigns concerning promotion of 

wood and wood products.  

 
Key Action 18 Improve information exchange and communication 

Activity  Leading actor Timeframe 

18.1 Develop a communication strategy on forestry and exchange experience 

between MS on forest communication 

COM, SFC 2007-2009 

18.2 Develop a ñforestryò site on the Europa website and ensure that forest-

related information in the relevant websites of the MS is available and 

can be linked with the Europa forestry site 

COM, MS 2007-2008 

18.3 Work on the development of a European Forest Information and 

Communication Platform 

COM, MS 2006-2008 

18.4 Organise visibility events, such as a ñForest Weekò or ñForest Dayò to 

raise awareness of the benefits of sustainable forest management 

COM, MS 2008 / 2009 
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The target of the Key Action 18 is to ensure availability and communication of up-to-

date information for enhancing public awareness and consideration of forestry in policy-

making. As a first step to defining a communication strategy (activity 18.1) a study on 

ñShaping Forest Communication in the European Union: public perceptions of forests 

and forestryò has been ordered by the Commission. The study covers all EU27 and the 

results are forthcoming in 2009. Furthermore, during 2007-2009, the Commission has 

participated in UNECE/FAO forest communicatorsô network together with several 

Member States and stakeholders.  

 

The Commission forestry site (activity 18.2)
45

 is part of the DG AGRI web-pages and it 

includes basic documents on EU FAP, e.g. on forestry strategy and FAP, as well as lists 

of decisions of the SFC meetings. Links to other forest-related web-sites by the 

Commission are also listed. In the document library e.g. a number of studies and the 

SFC ad hoc Working Group final reports are available. The Commission published a 

brochure on the EU FAP in 2008 (available from the forestry web-site in English, 

French and German). 

 

A Preparatory Action on European Forest Information and Communication Platform 

EFICP (activity 18.3) has been concluded, and the JRC demonstration version of EFICP 

was presented in a workshop in December 2008 together with the follow-up and 

development of the European Forest Data Centre (EFDAC). The EFICP has become an 

integral part of EFDAC. It is fully operational but is not able to connect to national 

systems as these are not interoperable at the moment. The JRC is continuing the work in 

the context of the further development of EFDAC (see Key Action 8). 

 

The main visibility event for the forest sector (activity 18.4) during 2007-2009 was the 

European Forest Week in October 2008. The event was initiated by the MCPFE and 

UNECE/FAO. The Commission participated in the meetings arranged in Rome 

(UNECE/FAO) and Brussels (e.g. by EESC). Furthermore, several national, regional 

and local events were arranged by the stakeholders and in many European countries, 

(e.g. in CY, EE, FR, HU, LV, PL, SK). The Member States report participation in the 

MCPFE/FAO forestry week e.g. as regional and local level events by the forestry 

organisations.  

 

In the mid-term evaluation survey several Member States indicate long traditions in 

arranging regular Forest Days or Forest Weeks e.g. Poland, Latvia and Bulgaria report 

that Forest Days have been organised in these countries since the late 1920s. Also 

regional (cross-border) events are arranged e.g. the ñWeekend du Boisò between 

Luxembourg, the Wallonia region in Belgium, and the Champagne-Ardennes region in 

France. Many Member States also underline the importance of information and 

communication measures in planning and implementing the NFPs.  

 

Stakeholders are active in arranging visibility events and they participate in the FCN.  

 

                                                 
45 http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/fore/index_en.htm 
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Figure 8. EU FAP Objective 4 implementation status in the Member States.  

Activities where the Member States are indicated in the EU FAP Work programme 2007-2011 as 

Actors ï on their own or together with the Commission. Activity numbers refer to the Key Actions 

(see text boxes above). N=23, no information from Greece, Portugal, Belgium and Malta. 

 

Figure 8 shows that the activities envisaged in the EU FAP Work programme 2007-

2013 for the Member States to implement the EU FAP Objective 4 are to a large extent 

ongoing and reflected in the national agendas. Though activities in relation to guidelines 

for application of the Public Procurement Directive to forest products (activity 17.2) are 

not ongoing in all Member States, several countries indicate that the activity is in 

planning. 

 

 
 


